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RECOMMENDED that: 
 
A The Licensing Committee recommends to Full Council that the Council revise 

its taxi driver licensing conditions such that applicants must, before being 
licensed for the first time by the Council, have satisfactorily completed a taxi 
driver test as described in paragraph 3 of the report delivered by The Blue 
Lamp Trust, IAM Roadsmart, or AA Drivetech.   
 

BACKGROUND 
 
1   Harlow Council currently requires that new applicants pass the Driver and Vehicle 

Standards Agency [DVSA] taxi driver test prior to being licensed to drive a Hackney 
Carriage or Private Hire Vehicle for the first time.  The ‘taxi test’ is in addition to the 
practical driving test which most people will be familiar with.  There may be many 
years between an applicant having passed a driving test to obtain a driving licence 
and application for a taxi licence.  The test provides the Council with some assurance 
that new drivers remain competent to drive a vehicle.   
 

2   The government announced in September 2016 that the DVSA would no longer offer 
the ‘taxi driving test’ beyond the end of December 2016.  Since the announcement 
was made there has been a noticeable reduction in on-line test availability and by the 
end of October the test was not available anywhere across the south of England. 

 
ISSUES 

3   Withdrawal of the DVSA test and practical lack of availability of test bookings has 
resulted in prospective drivers being unable to satisfy current license conditions.  
 

4   The Licensing Team has researched the market and found that a number of 
organisations have begun to offer testing services to fill the gap left by the DVSA. 



These appear to offer a similar level of assurance to the Council regarding an 
applicant’s competence to drive. The organisations identified are: 
 
• The Blue Lamp Trust: details of the Blue Lamp Trust’s test may be found here: 

https://www.bluelamptrust.org.uk/Driver_Training/taxi_driver_assessment.php and 
in Appendix A.  The tests last for 1 hour and costs £87.00 including VAT.  The test 
is available to applicants in south west Essex and is delivered by fully qualified 
fleet approved assessors.   

 
• The Institute of Advanced Motorists: IAM Road Smart is gearing up to offer a 

product similar to that of the Blue Lamp Trust.  This product is entirely new and is 
being developed in response to the demise of the DVSA test.  The IAM is a highly 
respected organisation with a well-established history of driver training and testing. 
The test will last for 1 hour and be delivered by fully qualified staff.  The cost will 
likely be similar to that of the Blue Lamp Trust and the tests will be available to 
applicants in south west Essex.   

 
• AA DriveTech: the AA intend to offer a taxi/private hire test product.  The test will 

cost £86.40 including VAT and last 1 hour, ½ hour on the road and ½ hour face to 
face assessment.  The test will include an eye sight test, emergency stops, soft 
stops, angled starts and hill starts.  Full details of the test were not available at the 
time of writing this report.  However, the AA is a long established and well-
respected organisation with strong road safety credentials.    

 
5   Options available to the Council are to abandon practical testing of new drivers, or to 

approve testing by an alternative organisation.  Testing is considered to make a 
positive contribution to the safety of the travelling public by providing assurance that 
applicants, who may have passed a driving test many years before they apply for a 
taxi licence, remain safe and competent drivers. 

 

PROPOSALS 

6.  It is proposed that the Council revise its driver licensing conditions such that 
applicants must, before being licensed for the first time by the Council, have 
satisfactorily completed a taxi driver test as described above delivered by The 
Blue Lamp Trust, IAM RoadSmart, or AA DriveTech to allow prospective 
drivers to progress with their applications without abandoning driver testing.  
 

7.  The Licensing team will keep the availability of test providers under review 
and will make further recommendations should suitable organisations come to 
its attention so that the widest practicable choice of testers is available to 
prospective licensees. 

 
 
 

https://www.bluelamptrust.org.uk/Driver_Training/taxi_driver_assessment.php


IMPLICATIONS 
 
Place (includes Sustainability) 
As contained within the report. 
Author: Graeme Bloomer, Head of Place 
 
Finance (Includes ICT) 
None specific. 
Author: Simon Freeman, Head of Finance  
 
Housing 
None specific. 
Author: Andrew Murray, Head of Housing 
 
Community Wellbeing (includes Equalities and Social Inclusion) 
None specific .  
Author: Jane Greer, Head of Community Wellbeing 
 
Governance (includes HR) 
The alternative provisions proposed will ensure that new taxi drivers are 
competent to satisfy the current licencing conditions before being granted a 
licence. 
Author: Dimple Roopchand, Assistant Solicitor for Brian Keane, Head of 
Governance 
 
 


